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“Spring wildflowers are delicate, and I think there is a more intimate sense about forest wildflowers 
that you might not quite feel when you look at . . . a display across the broad landscape of a prairie.”
              Gerard Donnelly, Morton Arboretum 
Natural Areas of Cook County
     Busse Forest Nature Preserve
      Imagine a forested landscape diverse with tree species, spring flowers, and a variety of wildlife and you have 
Busse Forest. The 437-acre parcel is an Illinois Nature Preserve and a Registered National Landmark. Although a 
severe bout with overpopulation by white-tailed deer has curtailed the spring flower show, the landscape is recov-
ering and spring brings a variety of flowers, including great white trillium, white trout lily, and wild geranium. The 
forest is unusually rich with tree species that include various oaks, sugar maple, tulip tree, and basswood on the 
upland sites, and swamp white oak and ash on the flat, poorly drained portions of the forest.
 It follows that any landscape that has high plant diversity will support a great variety of animal life. In spring the 
warblers and other migrants make Busse Forest a kaleidoscope of flitting, perching, bouncing color. Openings in 
the forest floor are populated by jewel-like, emerald green tiger beetles. Woodland butterflies dancing across the 
mottled sunlit openings include the northern pearly eye, little wood satyr, question mark, comma, and the stun-
ning mourning cloak. Although secretive and seldom observed, luna and polyphemus moths make Busse Forest 
their home. A late spring visit to one of the many ephemeral woodland ponds may yield a sighting of the large 
swamp darner and great blue skimmer dragonflies.  
Because of the diversity of trees, fall color at Busse Forest is an adventure. The sugar maples never fail to disap-
point, but the oaks, ashes, and other supposedly “less colorful” species can surprise visitors with their vibrant 
shades of bronze, magenta, and burnished orange.  
Directions
Busse Forest Nature Preserve is located in Elk Grove Village. From I-290/IL-53 on the west,  
                            exit east at Higgins Road/IL-72. Busse Forest Nature Preserve is on the north 
                                side of the road.         
                  GPS: N 42.0328°, W -88.007°
                                                             All photos by INHS staff.
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